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The German Ambassador accredited to Liberia, H.E. Hubert J. Jäger officially opened a research cen-
ter at Tubman University on October, 8, 2019. According to report, the research center‟s strategic 
plan is built on 4 pillars: identify research potential, create research infrastructure, incorporate re-
search mission into education and clinical work and optimize community & academic partners. Ac-
cording to Prof. Seth Oppong, the lab will carry out health research in compliance with international 
ethical and quality standards. The center is being funded by the German government through GIZ 
and Health Focus. 

Amb. Jäger said, he is curious to see the first results of the research center. According to the ambassa-
dor, his government could not give a definite timeline for support to the project but that for the time 
being, everything is well as far as sustainability is concerned. Amb. Jäger added that he looks forward 
to coming back in couple months to make some follow-up visits. 

Also Speaking at the ceremony was Liberia‟s Chief Medical Officer and Acting Chair of the Universi-
ty‟s Board of Trustees, Hon. Francis Kateh, MD, expressed thanks to the government and people of 
Germany for such an investment, concluding that research cannot be over emphasized in a tertiary 
institutions. 
For his part, Prof. Elliot Wreh-Wilson, President of Tubman University expressed satisfaction at the 
level of cooperation between his institution and the German government through its implementing 
agencies GIZ and Health Focus. Dr. Wreh-Wilson expressed the hope that such cooperation would 
continue as the University continues to grow. 

In an interview with TU Times, the Director of Research at TU, Josiah Brown Wilson said; the pro-
ject aims to strengthen the research capacity of Tubman University (TU) and develop its role as part 
of the network for health systems research in Liberia. According to Director Brown, the key objectives  
of the project are to support individual faculty members to build and improve their research skills 
internally, support the  University to improve the level of scholarship to become more research orient-

ed and to be able to fund, manage, and sustain research in the future. “The project will as well   support 

the university and faculty members to become more involved in policy making so that it can contribute to the 
development of health policy and system strengthening in South East Liberia,” Director Wilson concluded.  

 

Continue to page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

In 2018 and early 2019 respectively, a team of professors from Heidelberg University (Germany) conducted a Capacity Needs Assess-
ment (CNA) at TU. The CNA is predominantly based on the data obtained through in-depth interviews with key stakeholders. Addi-
tional information was sourced through document analysis and visiting the university facilities. After the data collection, a prelimi-
nary overview of the key findings was presented during a wrap-up meeting with key staff of  TU, including the president. The session 
stimulated in depth discussions, which ended in a general consensus regarding the main strengths and weaknesses of TU's research 
capacity. 
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Dr. Rita Townsend has 

served Tubman University 

in the capacity of Vice 

President for Institutional 

Advancement since prior to 

its charter in 2009. Along 

with other „pioneering‟ 

members of executive, aca-

demic, and other staff, Rev. 

Townsend has seen the 

University take root in 

s o u t h e a s t  L i b e r i a .   

Dr. Townsend is  currently 

holds a Master of Business 

Administration and a 

Bachelor of Business Ad-

ministration with an em-

phasis in Business Econom-

ics, both from the Universi-

ty of San Diego. Dr. Town-

send is a Minister of the 

Presbytery of Liberia.  
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At 4:41am on Thursday, 11 April 2019, Rev.  Rita Townsend received a text from the Chair of her 

doctoral committee. Incredulously, the journey had come to a successful end. Rev. Townsend, Vice 

President for Institutional Advancement at William V. S. Tubman University, began her doctoral 

quest in August 2014, with Walden University in the USA. Rev. Townsend chose Walden Universi-

ty for its online platform that would allow her to participate in distance learning, online forums, 

and an opportunity to explore the online educational platform. Her major discipline was Leader-

ship in the department of Management and Technology at Walden. Her doctorial dissertation topic 

was “Leadership Strategies for Reducing Operational Costs in Waste Management Businesses in Liberia”. 

Rev. Rita Townsend, DBA, expressed her gratitude to William V. S. Tubman University, its found-

ing President, Dr. Elizabeth Davis-Russell, under whose administration she began the doctoral pro-

cess, and to Dr. Elliott Wreh-Wilson, current President. She is also grateful to all who took the jour-

ney with her. Formal notification was dispatched to Rev. Dr. Rita Townsend from Walden Univer-

sity. Graduation ceremonies were held in August 2019 in Maryland, USA.  

USA, Germany, UK, India, and Japan round off the top five countries in doctoral graduate rank-

ings, and although Liberia is not listed among those countries, Rev. Townsend‟s achievement cer-

tainly adds to Liberia‟s numbers. Member countries in the Organization for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (OECD) have contributed significant numbers of terminal degrees in the Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) .“Congratulations!!! Dr. Rita Evelyn Townsend!!!”  

 

VP Rita Townsend Completes Doctoral Studies  

Dr. Rita Evelyn Townsend 
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By: Abdullah S. Kromah 

Getting education in Liberia- a tiny West African country- is a challenge for many of its future leaders. “I am overwhelmed the 
president announced free tuition for all government institutions because I have struggled to attend college since I graduated from 
high school in 2011. I am not even sure whether I will attend because I can‟t abandoned my hustle sitting in class with nothing 
in the stomach‟‟, said Blama K. Allison, a petit trader in the Paynesville Red Light Market.  

This academic year( 2018/2019) students were in a jubilant mood when   President George Manneh Weah announced the free 
tuition plan on the Fendell Campus of the University of Liberia. He also extended the number of school days for high school 
students from five to six days a week, especially twelve graders. 

According to a report by UNESCO, Liberia has an adult literacy rate of 42%, with the literacy rate for males being put at 60.77% 
and females at 27.03%-showing a wide gap between the educational attainment of males and females in Liberia. According to the 
United Nation Development Programme (UNDP), Liberia Human Development value was 0.435 in 2017, which put Liberia in 
the low human development category-occupying the 181st position-being practically at the bottom of 189 countries and territo-
ries. 

In Liberia, there are increasing numbers of students that excel in school, while other maneuvers their way through it. Some stu-
dents‟ progress is impaired by overindulging in drinking and smoking-they often do not realize their full potential.  

Over the years, some of the problems have been attributed to the lack of essential learning tools like textbooks and internet con-
nectivity, bad road conditions leading to villages where government institutions are built, lack of conducive learning environ-
ments, and lack of qualified instructors in rural and urban communities. 

In 2016, the Ministry of Education introduced what it called the “Partnership School System” to mitigate the growing problems 
facing the educational sectors. The problems of teacher absenteeism, massive student failure, school dropouts and the low num-
ber of children going to school were keys in shifting their decision. 

Many parents like Yassah Smith said “I am sending my child to Bridge because the school keeps students in school most of the 
day and they are fed well. Like before she used to come home soon,...around 12PM but today before she sees me it  is 3PM.” 
Many parents are hoping that the learning system instituted by the partnership School System will miraculously disguise the 
nightmare confronting the education of children in Liberia. 

Schools in Liberia, including some government institutions, have no limit to the numbers of students in a class. They register 
many students which lead to the overcrowding of classes. This issue of overcrowding has made condition unbearable for teachers 
to teach with efficiency and effectiveness. It is understood that restructuring the “Messy System” as said by former President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf cannot be solved without technology. 

 

Continue to page 5 
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Majority of the current instructors don‟t have knowledge of even booting a computer. Some universities‟ graduates obtained 

degrees without being computer literate, posing serious challenges to employers because many companies, government agen-

cies, dip into the job market for individuals with skill in computer software operation (Microsoft Excel, Word, PowerPoint and 

Publisher). 

In Liberia, parents generally prefer sending their children to private institutions instead of public schools because of the latter‟s 

ineptness to tackle the supervision of schools and absenteeism of instructors.  

The ideological assumption or perspective of most parents and the government is to establish sustainable collaboration with 

other educational development groups and introduce a system that Liberia can cope with, even with the absence of its partners. 

Issues of fragmentation, emergency activities should be rested toward better planning and program implementation. It is well 

understood Liberia experienced a 14 -year civil crisis followed by the outbreak of Ebola in 2014, which Liberians lament and 

use as an excuse for its slow path to educational recovery. 

Liberia should follow the example of Somalia that started its Civil War in 1991 and is still fighting piracy, but has shifted from 

fragmented educational emergency activities toward better school planning and program implementation. These strategies have 

done better for children in rural and urban areas of the country. Looking at the thoughtful ideas of Shanon May, Jay 

Kimelman and Phil Frei who founded Bridge International Academies by pointing out chaos in educational systems of the 

world as a basis for their intervention ,seems as though the organization was founded on the assessment of dilemma of Liberia‟s 

education. 

In conclusion, resolving the problem of education in Liberia will continue to be a challenge for many of its policy makers, espe-

cially improving the effectiveness, efficiency and contentment of the teaching workforce as well as assuring teachers‟ access to 

excellent instructional resources and skill development initiatives for effective assessment tasks.  Policy makers will also have to 

deal with widespread absenteeism of instructors, exploitation of students (sex for grades, money for grades), “lack of quality 

substitute and fast-tracked education for overage and out-of school children and youthful generation.” With these hitches, Libe-

ria will always sense and experience the swelling dilemma of education. 

 

Abdullah S. Kromah, BPH 

Alumnus, WVS Tubman University  
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The William V.S. Tubman University administration has reopened the Center for Gender and De-

velopment (CGD) after  3 years closure. According to a release from the office of the president, the 

administration saw it vital to reopen the gender office to foster   training of practitioners in gender 

issues, stimulate research and documentation in gender fields, and build networks and partnerships 

needed to promote community gender awareness. 

 

The newly appointed Director of Center for Gender & Development, Mrs. Ade Elliott-Ledlum told  

TU Times that since the reestablishment of center in May 1,2018, partnerships  have been estab-

lished  as well as trainings  have been on-going. She said the center in partnership with GIZ (German 

Corporation for International Cooperation), conducted a Gender Audit Workshop for over 21 par-

ticipants from schools and other institutions including Tubman University. “A gender audit is a partici-

patory process in which all groups that make up an institution participate and have a say in each step of the 

process. The result of a gender audit is to produce plan for the institution.  The audit examines the structures and 

processes of training in institutions from a gender perspective,” Elliott-Ledlum said.  

 

In a related development, the center has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the 

Amazing You (an INGO ) aimed at building the capacity of women and, creating independence  

through entrepreneurship . According to   Elliott-Ludlum , the two  years partnership shall provide 

education and empowerment for  women and girls  through  the creation of  small businesses as a 

means of  narrowing the gender gap.  In addition, the entrepreneurship program, will also benefit 

female students post-graduate scholarships and as well as training for women in running a business. 

Meanwhile, a first consignment of assorted goods worth more than US$ 4,000.00 has arrived on 

campus for distribution to the first batch of entrepreneurs.  

 

“TU‟s Center for Gender and Development (CGD) is a gender hub with two main objectives. At the internation-

al level, the center seeks to augment   research capacity in gender and development and  on community level, the 

center seeks to disseminate gender-related information...,” Elliott-Ludlum concluded. 

 
 
 
 

Mrs. Ade Elliott-Ledlum 
  Director, Center for 
Gender & Development 

e 

TU Reopens Gender Hub 

Participants at the Gender Audit Workshop 
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A lush, green space leading to the entrance of the newly constructed Graduation Stand (G-Stand) served as a perfect space for the 

dedication of the University‟s momentous building on June 15, 2019. As the day also marked the 6th graduation convocation cere-

mony, the event provided guests with the beautiful makeup of faculty and students lining in their adorned regalia with Marshalls 

holding gigantic flags of their respective colleges. Arranged in a theater sitting capacity, the approximately over US $ 1000.00 facility 

is over 5,585 square feet with a sitting capacity of 1000 persons. In April of this year, the President of the University, Prof. Emeritus 

Dr. Elliott Wreh-Wilson broke grounds for the construction of the state of the art G-Stand. 

Speaking on behalf of Eco-construction, the Deputy CEO of the company said “On the behalf of the CEO and the entire board of the 

ECO construction company, I like to officially turn over your keys that we are done and present to you this edifice .Thank you very much.” Speaking 

at the ceremony, Prof. Wreh-Wilson thanked Eco Construction Company for the marvelous job done in a short period. “Nothing 

happens without God‟s consent and so I give him praise. I want to thank ECO Construction. They have done a marvelous job in such a shortest 

period of time. We had to press them to complete this building so that we would hold our commencement here for the first time in the history of the 

university. I think TU should celebrate its successes on this campus”. He also thanked the Catholic Church for allowing the University use 

its cathedral for commencement ceremony over the past 5 years.  “I want to thank those who in the past have been willing to accommodate 

us… I want to thank the bishop of the Diocese of Cape Palmas and his able lieutenants who have been willing all days and every time to afford us 

the privilege of using the cathedral in Harper. In the future this edifice will be open for all public gatherings. The people of Maryland will have access 

to it. It is government building, this is government money. It is for the people of Liberia as well as the university.” 

 For this part, the Acting Chair of the Board of Trustees Said, “On behalf of other trustees, I am here to say that, it is because of you, that we 

do what we do. It is not how much you have or what you have been given to. But how you utilize what you have, it is what makes the difference. 

And I think we can see now that this is a seed planted. We look forward to seeing better days here at TU. Again, I want to say a big thank you to 

the contractor for the job well done and a big thank you to every one of you. God bless us all”. 

In a concluding statement, the Superintendent of Maryland County, Hon. George Prowd thanked the Dr. Wreh-Wilson and the 

Board of Trustees for the completion of the G-stand.   “We will like to add our voices to the speakers that came before to say thank you to the 

administration of the university. We say thank you to the contractor and we will see how we will organize the first program to use this facility”.  

 

 

TU Celebrates 6th Graduation Convocation with G-Stand Dedication 

 Partial view of the newly constructed Graduation Stand (G-Stand)  
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By: Meshach V. Neufville 

A group of staff and faculty 

members at Tubman Universi-

ty has reactivated “TU Lunch 

Hour” (TLH), a discussion 

forum held once a week. Since 

its rebirth in September 2019, 

the TLH continues to gain 

momentum with the appear-

ances of prominent speakers. 

Dr. Mle Too-Wesley, Vice 

President for Academic Affairs 

served as maiden speaker in 

October and presented to stu-

dents and staff a rich 

knowledge on the current pro-

gress of the Graduate Program 

Committee. He revealed that 

the university has submitted all 

documents requested by the 

Commission on Higher Educa-

tion and a team from the com-

mission is expected on campus 

soon to inspect the university‟s 

facilities.  The Vice President 

for Academic Affairs added 

that the establishment of a 

graduate school at TU will 

enhance research and offer 

many graduates the opportuni-

ty to earn a Master‟s degree. 

He assured students that the 

administration is assiduously 

working to ensure the com-

mencement of the graduate 

program. 

Dr. S. Benson Barh, Vice Pres-

ident for Administration 

served as the TLH second 

speaker and spoke on the 

health status of the state, chal-

lenges, and prospect.  Dr. 

Barh, a medical doctor by pro-

fession, pointed to the prefer-

ence of western medicine over 

traditional medicine as one of 

the impediments to the growth 

of the health system in Liberia.  

He recommended the integra-

tion of tradition medicine and 

western medicine into the 

mainstream of the health care 

system to reduce the burden 

that western healing system is 

carrying. Dr. Barh added that 

the separation of traditional 

medicine from western medi-

cine in the country‟s health 

programs is a barrier to the 

growth of the health system in 

Liberia. He also called on gov-

ernment to support health 

institutions, isolate politics 

from health programs, and 

give proper training to health 

workers. He concluded by 

appreciating nurses for the 

work they do and called on   

them to carry on their duties 

with passion. 

Prof. K. Muev Gardiner of the 

Arts and Sciences College 

served as the third speaker and 

lectured on  “ The Soul of the 

State,‟‟ which he defined as 

„economic justice‟. 

The TLH is coordinated by its 

founder Mr. Gbalee Gray, 

Associate Vice President for 

Campus Operations. The fo-

rum is aimed at creating an 

entertaining and inspiring 

atmosphere. 

The Rebirth of TU Lunch Hour  
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On October 18,2019, Winrock 

International, an American 

NGO with funding from 

USAID  launched its aquacul-

ture project at TU‟s College of 

Agriculture & Food Science. 

The project is a Farmer to 

farmers‟ knowledge transfer 

program funded by USAID.  

According to the Project Man-

ager, Mr. Patrick Nyantone, 

the purpose of the project is to 

bring experts to help local in-

stitutions and organizations 

promote agriculture. “Our 

current focus is on agriculture 

training institutions like TU 

among others where students 

are trained and upon gradua-

tion, they will go and train 

others,” Nyanton said.  

 For his part, Dr. George Solo-

mon, an aqua-culturist who 

has worked as a volunteer in 

Zambia training farmers how 

to construct fishpond is the 

project expert. “At TU we will 

teach the students how to con-

struct a fish pond. The meas-

urement of this pond we are 

digging will be 15 by 20 feet or 

300 square meters in total. 

You should be able to get 30kg 

of fish every six months. If you 

are feeding them well, you can 

get six times that amount. 

However, every step away you 

have to have more influence 

and things like that,” Dr. Solo-

mon concluded.  

Veronica Doe, a female agri-

culture student speaking to 

TU Times said, the knowledge 

transfer was a plus for her fu-

ture occupation. “This  is indeed  

a hands-on training and  what I 

have learned so far is worthy. I 

can assure the experts from Win-

rock International that I will be 

able to transfer the knowledge I 

have acquired to others in the 

future,” Doe said.  

Winrock International is a 

recognized leader in U.S. and 

international development, 

providing solutions to some of 

the world‟s most complex so-

cial, agricultural and environ-

mental challenges. Inspired by 

its namesake Winthrop Rocke-

feller, Winrock‟s mission is to 

empower the disadvantaged, 

increase economic opportunity 

and sustain natural resources. 

Winrock is a nonprofit organi-

zation that implements a port-

folio of more than 150 agricul-

ture, environment and social 

development projects in over 

40 countries. 

 Winrock International Launches Aquaculture  Project at TU  
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By: Stephen Kekeghe, PhD 

Published by the Ibadan-based Kraft Books Limited, in 2019, Akpah‟s Land of Tales is a 100 paged book of 56 poems. This collec-

tion of poems, Akpah‟s debut, is woven into four anthems, which define the manifold tales that run through the stream of the po-

et‟s thoughts— of dreams, fame, state and heart. This thematic structuring of the poems enables the reader to conveniently locate 

different topical issues that constitute the centre stage of the collection. If we are to situate the poems within the domain of our sen-

sibilities, in this landscape of myriads of dreams and despairs, it is compelling to state that „Nigeria is a land of tales‟. This, obvious-

ly, is the primary source of the poet‟s imagination— of horrors and hopes, of selfhood and nationhood. However, the poems, given 

their philosophical depths, in content and form, transcend landscapes and cultures, yielding meanings to people of different 

tongues and visions. 

In the first section of the collection— Anthems of Dreams, the reader is exposed to the poet‟s inner quest for fulfillment in his art 

and career, and how his artistry could offer some redemptive measures to his society. In „Thirst‟, for instance, the poet labels himself 

as an „emissary‟ of the „muse‟ and „mute‟ in his society, interrogating the paradox of intelligence and docility, creativity and demo-

tion. While „muse‟ is emblematic of the poet‟s inner restlessness to create, „mute‟ is a convincing metaphor for passivity, which crea-

tive writing, as a career, occupies in his society— the former pushes the poet on, but the later seems to discourage him. This poem 

suggests the poet‟s lamentation of the poor socioeconomic value placed on literary or poetic expression in his troubled nation, the 

land of tales, most of which are tragic episodes. 

 In „Like a Bird‟, the poet, whose vision is to regenerate a wounded humanity, in his homeland and the globe, likens himself to the 

chickadee bird, which transcends different nations and cultural boundaries. The „chickadee‟ is a significant metaphor, deployed by 

the poet, to convey his inward motivations in the business of weaving words that are capable of lighting up the hazy mood of the 

hapless majority, globally. He intones: “Like a raven, the word flies and perches, /transcending boundaries and colours,/flying on 

the wings of songs/ruffling the world‟s feather” (P. 22). The poet‟s dream is to earn fame from his art by consistently using it to rep-

rimand institutions and people that manifest different forms of sociopolitical depravities.    

One cannot ignore how aptly, the poet philosophizes revolution in some of the poems in the first part of the collection. In “Matter”, 

he believes that his poetic engagement is utilitarian, and must serve as an instrument for social reclamation: “For the world‟s eyes/

must see how the lion wept/In the venter of a lizard and street /urchin chase palace heirs” (23). This revolutionary tenor constitutes 

the poet‟s larger dream for his nation that is persistently held down by poaching politicians. Again, in “Caprice”, the poet, who 

quests to heal his society with the “living word” of poetry, laments the prevailing prejudices, insecurity, ethno-religious violence and 

political depreciation that pervade his nation.      

   Continue to page  11 

Prof. Barth Akpah’s Land of Tales:  Dreams and Despairs of Self and Nationhood  
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He unfolds his dream for his nation when he declares that: “I want to stipple the equality of all men/but songs of freeborns and 

slaves land of key/I want to write epos on unity/but the two divides trade with divorce” (24). The first section of Akpah‟s Land of 

Tales prepares the mood for what will be encountered in the other components of the texts.         

    

In the second part of the collection, Anthem of Fame, the poet gives a deep reflection on the concept of fame, and concludes that 

fame can only be privileged if it adds some significant values to the human‟s society. Hence, in “Man and Fame”, the poet notes that 

for fame to be seen as significant, one must have that precious „wand‟ that “speaks the ocean‟s heart/and calm the waxing of its lyr-

ics” (28). Here, the poet implies that one‟s fame should be celebrated if it is utilized to solve obvious social problems. The poet, 

therefore, contextualizes fame in his own mental domain in some convincing metaphors. This is why he confesses in “Reflections 1” 

that his own quest, to be famous, is to redeem the vulnerable people from oppression through the business of poetic expression: “I 

will go the way of tornadoes;/in the air raid,/I will strike home/the hopes/of hopeless saints” (29). The deep philosophical state-

ment in “Reflection 1” and “Reflection 11” conveys the poet‟s revolutionary tenor.  

 

In “The Land of Locusts”, the poet ridicules the rapacious politicians, whose narrow conception of fame, is to amass stolen wealth, 

meant for the generality of the society. According to Akpah, “The land is heavy with termites/and seething mass of hawks festering/

on the land‟s soul” (31). „Termites‟ and „hawks‟ are socially convincing metaphors for plundering politicians. The poet, here, may be 

talking about Nigeria, his primary land of tales, which according to him, is a country “…born/at the death of honour” (31). The vain 

garnering of wealth, at the expense of human and societal development, is further parodied in the poem, “To what end?”.  Another 

very philosophically deep poem is “On the Street of Dream”, where the poet ridicules those who wish to be famous but are not ready 

to take realistic proactive steps towards achieving their plan. This attitude of wishful thinking breeds unhealthy anxiety in Nigeria, 

which manifests in the form of internet fraud, kidnapping, armed robbery and ritual killings. In “Bachelor‟s Tale”, one connects the 

fears and anxieties of the poetic persona, elicited by his ambition to build a famous marital space. 

Though sociopolitical issues have been raised in the previous sections of the collection, the third part, Anthems of State, is more 

deeply dedicated to reprimand power abuse and other forms of social insanities in his country and beyond. In “Dolour”, the poet 

unfolds the traumatic memories and devastations daily encountered in Nigeria, with a tone, obviously, of despondency and rage. He 

laments that “we are modern victims/of pains”, whose “eyes saw blood in colours/of deaths” (40). Again, in “I want to sing”, he in-

tones: “I want to sing a song/of mornings, the mournings and the more news/mourning and mornings with more news” (42). In 

poems like “Adante”, “Fix”, “Words and Opposites”, “The Mongers” “The Bawling for Biafra”, “Words that Muffled the Land”, 

“Your Cast”, “Parrymentarians”, “Book a ram, kill a ram”, “Brothers at War”, “Letter to Mr President” and others, the poet carries 

out a thorough surgical operation on the Nigerian political landscape, which is constantly inundated by notorious kleptomaniacs, 

that bear chameleonic dispositions. The politicization of insecurity and ethno-religious violence in Nigeria, are some of the issues 

foregrounded in the canvases of the poems listed above.      

 Continue to page 12 
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Continued from  page 11 
 
The poet, however, does not merely lament, he also proffers solutions, which are at times subtle but at other times, radical. Which-
ever way, the reader who experiences such horrid memories as encapsulated in the poems, will, in significant doses, receive philo-
sophical optimism. The tenor of hope is made more vibrant in poems like “Allegro”, “Death Kiss”, “Weep Not…”, “I Need a 
Word”. The tone of supplication that runs through “Allegro”, underscores the poet‟s search for meaning, beauty and peace in his 
landscape of manifold atrocities. The opening lines of the poem are highly representative: “I plead for the glory of the sun/I seek 
the beauty of the moon” (44). Also, in “I Need a Word”, the poet projects some optimistic rhetorics for Africa: “I need a word/ for 
the ailing land and her weasels,/Healing nations and give Africa a new marquee” (50).             
The last part of the collection, labeled, Anthem of Heart, borders more on private themes of love, melancholy and betrayal, which 
are of universal significance. The tenderness of the resources of language, deployed in the poems that make up this section, attests, 
largely, to the poet‟s mastery of language skills, in relation to contexts. Poems like “heart beats”, “Silent Night”, “Ify” and others 
convey the poet‟s mood of love and his longing for emotional satisfaction.  
 
A very significant quality of the poems is the impressive style adopted by the poet. The stylistic operation of an individual poem, to 
give birth to another poem, is a way through which the poet conveys his artistic sophistication, mental broadness and deep mastery 
of the resources of language, which are significant instruments in poetic expression. Such manipulations of structures do not mere-
ly appeal to the reader, beautifully and graphologically, they help to recreate the subject matter and sharpen the themes that the 
poet is portraying. For instance, “Pang” is derived from “The Land of Locusts”; “Vain”, from “To What End?”; “Opu”, from 
“Allegro”; “Muddle”, from “Fix”; “Dashed” from “Weep Not…” and so on. Also, the weaving of the poem, “Bawling for Biafra”, to 
form a shape of the human heart, suggests the emotional attachment of the poetic personal to the wishes and quandaries of his 
people in South-East, Nigeria.     
  
It is lucid to conclude that Akpah‟s Land of Tales is an embodiment of stories, of self and nationhood. The tales that pervade the 
poems are wishes and wails, hope and horror! Above all, the images appropriated in the poems are realistically convincing. This 
collection of poems is a great contribution to contemporary African poetry.      
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John Petersen has made a do-
nation of $US500.00 to pur-
chase additional tablets for   
the Harry B. Wilson E-library 
project for the College of Engi-
neering and Technology 
(CET). According to a commu-
nication sent to Dr. Rita 
Townsend, Vice President for 
academic Affairs, Petersen 
said, “I wanted to let you know 
that I am always eager to learn 
more about the progress at Tub-
man University and that I enjoyed 
the recent edition of TU Times. I 
was particularly interested in the 
progress made in the E-Library. 

This project will obviously benefit 
the many students and faculty at 
Tubman University for years to 
come. In the article there was 
mention of increasing the number 
of Tablets in order to serve more 
students. I would like to provide 
support for this increase. Could 
you please let me know the cost of 
each new tablet and the best way 
for me to advance funds to you for 
this project.” In an email to 
Petersen, Dr. Townsend 
thanked him for his continu-
ous support to TU, most espe-
cially the College of Engineer-

ing & Technology. 
  
It can be recalled that on Tues-
day, April 15, 2019, Harper 
District Representative, Hon. 
P. Mike Jurry launched the 
Henry B. Wilson E-Library at 
Tubman University (TU) for 
the College of Engineering 
and Technology. 
 Petersen has made several 
donations to the CET over the 
years. In 2013, he donated 
US$ 750.00 to support stu-
dents of CET.  

Peterson Makes Donation to  E-library  

TU Graduates Leave for Israel 
ture, livestock, agri-businesses, 
among others.  Those selected 
from TU  include: Mark C. 
Kossigbo,  Richard N. Kamma, 
and Kendrick D. Dioh.   

Speaking to a cross section of 
students at the University of 
Liberia Fendall campus on 
June 11, 2019, Yaron Tamir, 
Chief Executive officer of the 
Agro Study Group, said, the 
20 Liberians will be among 
1,600 students from fifteen 
countries around world, who 
will also participate in the pro-
gram. He added that “upon 

the return of these students, 
they will help create agri-
businesses to help generate 
private sector jobs in the agri-
cultural sector”. In Israel, the 
students will be doing agricul-
ture training five days a week 
in various agricultural fields as 
well as participating in job 
training until the program 
expires. Those selected have  
traveled to Israel and undergo-
ing a one year training at Eyal 
Barda Agricultural Training 
site. 

Three graduates from the 
College of Agriculture & 
Food Science of William V.S.                                                                                                                    
Tubman University (TU) 
have been selected among 20 
students across Liberia to 
study in Israel. A total of 60 
students were nominated 
from various universities in-
cluding Tubman University 
to go through the vetting 
process conducted by   Agro 
Studies Grano Group. The 
selected students will under-
go one-year intensive training 
in Israel with experienced 
farmers in general agricul-
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Transformation for Worthy Service 

William V.S. Tubman University History & Facts 

Chartered: 14 September 2009 

Vision: TU aspires to be a center of quality and excellence 

Mission: Provide quality educational experiences that transform the lives 

of individuals for worthy service 

 

 TU has 6 Colleges:  

 Agriculture & Food Sciences 

 Arts & Sciences 

 Education 

 Engineering &Technology 

 Health Sciences 

 Management & Public Administration 

 

 

We’re on the web!  

www.tubmanu.edu.lr 

Upcoming  Event: 
       

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Soon!! 

TU  Times Newsletter 

For inquiries, comments or suggestions, please contact:   

  Mr. Solo Otto Gaye 

         Department of Public & Media Relations 

                 William V. S. Tubman University 

Email: sgaye@tubmanu.edu.lr   
 publicrelations@tubmanu.edu.lr  

            

Disclaimer !!                                                                                                                                                                                                                

TU Times is a   Newsletter from the Department of Public & Media Relations of  William V. S. Tubman University.  If you wish to dis-

continue receiving emailed copies of this Newsletter, please email to: publicrelations@tubmanu.edu.lr or sgaye@tubmanu.edu.lr 
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