
Maryland County Celebrates the End of Ebola in Liberia 

Liberia’s sole known Ebola patient was pronounced dead at a treatment center in Monrovia on 

March 27, 2015. The patient’s death halted Liberia’s goal of being declared Ebola free by mid-

April. After the patient’s death, Liberia started a countdown of 42 days to zero Ebola 

transmission to be declared Ebola free. The World Health Organization (WHO) requires 

countries prove there are no new cases of Ebola reported for 42 days before it can be officially 

declared virus free because the incubation period is 21 days. 

The 42 days finally came on Saturday, May 7, 2015 when WHO’s Representative to Liberia, Dr. 

Alex Gasasira, announced that the outbreak of the Ebola Virus Disease in Liberia was over.  The 

WHO Representative said that “the interruption of the transmission is a huge achievement for a 

country that reported the highest number of deaths in the largest, longest and most complex 

outbreak since Ebola first emerged in 1976.” 

On May 9, 2015, Maryland County held a “Thanksgiving” ceremony to mark the end of the 

transmission of the Ebola virus in Liberia as announced by the World Health Organization 

(WHO). The program attended by a cross-section of citizens and stakeholders was held in the 

auditorium of the Maryland Administration Building. Dressed in white rubs and waving white 

handkerchiefs, the crowd gathered at the Administration Building danced as they glorified God 

for sparing Maryland County and kicking Ebola out of Liberia.  

Speaking at the “Thanksgiving”, Maryland’s Superintendent, Hon. Betsy Kuah-Toe said the 

interruption of the transmission of Ebola in Liberia was due to the hard work and commitment 

of everyone most especially President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Superintendent Kuah-Toe lauded 

the County Health Team (CHT), United Nations, Tubman University, and other partners who 

were very diligent in kicking Ebola out of the county. She also thanked the Assistant 

Superintendent for Development, Hon. Nathaniel Toe Jr. who headed the county in the absence 

of a County Superintendent for making wise discussions that protected the county from Ebola. 

Superintendent Kuoh-Toe also extended special thanks to the Catholic Diocese of Cape Palmas 

for allowing the county used its facility as an Ebola Treatment Unit (ETU). The Catholic Church 

offered its abandoned seminary in Philadelphia, East Harper for used as an Ebola Treatment 

Center at the peak of the Ebola outbreak, when many communities in Maryland County 

rejected and protested the construction of ETU or triage in their communities.   
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Giving an overview of the situation in Maryland County, Dr. Odell Kumeh, head of the Maryland 

County Health Team and Ebola Task Force, said that there were 211 suspected, probable or 

confirmed cases of Ebola in Maryland County of which 209 were negative while 3 were positive. 

Of the 3 pronounced positive cases, two patients died while one became a survivor.  Dr. Odell 

Kumeh concluded that the confirmed cases originated in Sorpoparluken, Grand Kru County.   

“Though Ebola overwhelmed everybody, thank God there was no single Ebola case that 

originated from the County”, Dr. Kumeh added. She thanked the United Nations Missions in 

Liberia (UNMIL), Center of Disease Control (CDC), World Food Program (WFP), Rotary Club of 

Harper, CARITAS Cape Palmas, Tubman University Ebola Task Force, Global Communities, and 

other organizations for the hard work in the fight against Ebola. She later warned, “though 

Liberia has been declared Ebola free, it does not mean that people should be complacent 

because there are still cases of Ebola in neighboring Sierra Leone and Guinea and this means 

Ebola could come back if we are not diligent in observing measures put in place by WHO to 

curtail the spread of the virus.”  She also encouraged people to keep washing their hands since 

it is a practice that promotes personal hygiene.  

Also speaking, the WHO consultant and epidemiologist in Maryland County, Dr. Brain Aslimwe 

revealed that WHO and partners will continue to screen patients for Ebola as long as the virus is 

still prevalent in neighboring Sierra Leone and Guinea. “As we fight Ebola, we cannot forget 

about other diseases, immunization is going on, please take your children for vaccination; this 

not an Ebola vaccine.” he said.  Dr. Bryant also disclosed that in March, WHO and partners were 

able contain an outbreak of whooping cough which swept across Barrobo District, Maryland 

County and resulted in the death of two babies.   

In an exclusive interview with TU Times, Prof. Iona Thomas-Connor, Chair of TU’s Ebola Team 

said that though Liberia has been declared Ebola free, the University still maintains all Ebola 

protocols in place. “This is no time for contentment, with Guinea and Sierra Leone still 

reporting cases, we cannot take any chances here”, Prof Thomas- Connor said. She appealed to 

visitors as well as faculty, staff, and students to collaborate with Temperature Monitors as they 

would be required to wash hands and temperature checked before gaining access to the 

university.  She also lauded Marylanders For Progress (MFP) for the meaningful contributions 

during the height of the Ebola epidemic. MFP shipped three consignments of medical supplies 

and equipment to Maryland County through the Tubman University Ebola Task Force.    

Ebola struck Liberia in March 2014 with the first case of the virus discovered in Lofa County. 

According to WHO statistics, Liberia recorded more than 3,000 confirmed cases of Ebola, 7,400 

suspected/probable cases, and more than 4,600 deaths. Making Liberia, the West African 

country that has seen the most deaths in the Ebola outbreak.   



 


